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Subject: English Language 

Qualification: GCSE 

Duration: 2 Year course 

Number of taught lessons per fortnight: 9 

Assessment: All through terminal examinations (no coursework) 

Examination format: 

Number of papers 2 
 

What is assessed in each paper? Paper 1: 
Fiction Reading and Writing Skills (see below) 
Paper 2: 
Non-Fiction Reading and Writing Skills (see below) 

How is it assessed in each paper? Paper 1: 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
4 Reading Questions 
1 Writing Question 
80 marks 
50% of GCSE 
 
Paper 2: 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
4 Reading Question  
1 Writing  Question 
80 marks 
50% of GCSE 

Question format: - bullet point retrieval 
- multiple choice 
- short answer 
- medium length answer 
- long/essay style answer 

Grade range per paper: Non-Tiered U-9 

 

Course content: 

Exam 1 – Literary Fiction 

1. Retrieval of information from the text 

2. Language Analysis 

3. Structural Analysis 

4. Opinion Question 

5. Narrative/Descriptive Writing 

Exam 2 – Non-Fiction 

1. True/False Multiple Choice 

2. Summary Writing 

3. Language Analysis 

4. Comparison of Texts 

5. Argumentative/Persuasive Writing 

GCSE Exam Dates: 
Thursday 23rd May 2024 9am 

Lang Paper 1 – Creative Reading and 
Writing (1hr 45 mins) 

Thursday 6th June 2024 
Lang Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints 

and Perspectives (1hr 45 mins) 

Useful Websites for Revision: 

GCSE English Language - AQA - BBC Bitesize 
GCSE / IGCSE English Language Past Papers - PMT 

(physicsandmathstutor.com) (Revision, choose AQA) 
GCSE / IGCSE English Language Past Papers - PMT 
(physicsandmathstutor.com) (Past Papers, choose 

AQA) 
AQA | Find past papers and mark schemes (Past 

Papers and Resources) 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
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